NEO-RLS Rising Star Award

Up to 5 years of service

A’Sarah Green
I.T. Network Manager, East Cleveland Public Library
“She is instrumental to our success as a library and is very community oriented.”

Rebekah Hire-Santoro
Head of Marketing and Emerging Technology, Huron Public Library
“Rebekah has successfully started our community podcast The Huron Beacon within the last year.”

Kelly Halleen

Supervisor, Brunswick Children, Medina County District Library

“Kelly has initiated and fostered some key relationships, which has been helpful in developing
programming that is informative, meaningful, and bolsters the library's value in the community.”

Lisa Kellar
Youth Services Manager, Kent Free Library

. . . . o Y Melissa Harrington
“She leads her department, programs, and community relationships with genuine kindness and empathy.

Head of Youth Services, Huron Public Library
Melissa and the youth services staff were the driving force that saw Huron Public Library have five
teams at the Battle of the Books competition held in 2024.”

Adrien Krajnik
Innovation Specialist, Westlake Porter Public Library

“Adrien is a true rising star with his desire to continue to learn and develop programming in a
spirit of sustainability.”

Nathan LoVullo
Serial and Electronic Resources Librarian, Ingalls Library, Cleveland Museum of Art
“He is highly motivated, hardworking, and unafraid to tackle complex problems with the collections.”

Michaela Meaney
Adult and Teen Services Assistant, Morley Library

Kelly Knapp

Head of Circulation Services, Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library

“With Kelly as our leader, the Circulation team is able to run smoothly and effectively, which helps
our library keep our books in constant rotation on the shelves.”

Julie Pugh
Librarian, Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County

“The number of kids excitedly visiting the library asking if Miss Julie is around is proof of the effect
she has.”

“Her creativity knows no bounds. She delights patrons and staff alike with her engaging programs
and vivid displays.”

Jessica Smith
Youth Services Manager, Shaker Library
“Jessica’s leadership has transformed the way our staff interacts with our teen customers.”
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Stefanie Paganini
Librarian I, Mentor Public Library
“She excels at customer service, creating a warm and welcoming vibe at the reference desk.”

NEO-RLS Shooting Star Award

5 - 20 years of service

James Bagwell
Circulation Manager, Shaker Library
“He excels at meeting people where they are, engaging in a friendly manner with everyone he meets.”

Marissa Clutter
Teen and Tween Specialist & Adult Programming, Perry Public Library
“She truly cares about the work she does and wants to make our world a better place for all.”

Michael Davis

Facilities Manager, Kent Free Library

“His work ensures that our spaces are clean, all furnishings are up to date, and the library
is welcoming to all who walk through our door or enjoy our outdoor spaces.”

Maria Firkaly
Community Relations Coordinator, Andover Public Library

“We have more wonderful people happily volunteering, including an amazing number of teens. Maria

has been integral to making our library a vibrant community center.”

Dana Tirabassi

Head Youth Service Assistant, Hubbard Public Library

“Dana is known for her outreach and leadership skills, and for her beautiful flexibility and willingness
to work with patrons and families to ensure access to Children’s Room programs and resources.”

Kaitlin Walker

Bookmobile Manager, Twinsburg Public Library

“At every stop, she is very personable, learns peoples names, and really builds a great rapport with
the families.”

NEO-RLS Super Star Award

More than 20 years of service

Charlene “Charlie” Helsel-Kather

Supervisor, Technical Services/Circulation, Hubbard Public Library

“She collects and evaluates data on all aspects of library operations, and she has excellent knowledge
and insight on the needs of each library population.”

Debrah Love-Smith
Public Services Manager, East Cleveland Public Library

“Her commitment to making information accessible, discoverable, and relevant has been a cornerstone

of the library’s mission.”



